
FOI/25985 
 

25 November 2021 

 

Contact: publicliaison@belfasttrust.hscni.net         Page 1 of 1 

 

 
 

Covid-19 Testing - Accident & Emergency and 
Throughout Hospital Admission 

 
As of 7 November 2021 - please provide me with the following answers to the 
questions below :- 
 
If an individual attends the accident and emergency department for the 
hospitals within the Belfast Trust with a non-Covid emergency or illness: 
 
What type of testing is carried out, LFT or PCR?  
 
PCR tests are carried out. 
 
If an individual attends the accident and emergency department for the 
hospitals within the Belfast Trust and are displaying symptoms of Covid: 
 
Is an LFT test carried out or a PCR test carried out? 
 
PCR tests are carried out. 
 
If an individual is then admitted to hospital from the accident and emergency 
department with an non-Covid related emergency or illness: 
 
When tested for Covid throughout their stay in hospital what type of testing is 
used LFT or PCR. 
 
Testing for COVID-19 is guided by the current ‘COVID-19 Interim Protocol for 
Testing (Version 7)’ issued by the Department of Health. 
 
All in-patients are routinely tested on admission and at Day 5 after admission.  
Specific groups of patients may have additional testing in line with current guidance. 
 
If an individual is then admitted to hospital from the accident and emergency 
department who are Covid positive: 
 
Does the individual receive further testing throughout their stay? 
 

As above, PCR tests are completed on admission and throughout a patients stay. 
 
If further testing is carried out throughout their stay what type of testing is 
used LFT or PCR. 
 
PCR tests are completed. 
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