( Belfast Health and FO |/26333

Social Care Trust

caring supporting improving together

23 February 2022

Police Protection Orders

1. Please provide the total number of times per year (including specific dates)
that the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust have made a referral to the
PSNI and requested assistance for a Police Protection Order for the
removal of children for years 2019, 2020, 2021.

Please be advised this information is not electronically collated by Belfast Health
& Social Care Trust (BHSCT), see response to question 4 for an explanation.

2. All manuals, internal guidance, rules and regulations, policy and procedure
provided to Social Workers for using the PaRIS management system.

Please refer to separate attachments.

3. Please provide policy and procedure on note taking, recording of all
records, telephone conversations, family interaction, contemporaneous
notes for Social Workers

Please see attached BHSCT Administrative Systems Recording Policy,
Standards and Criteria document.

4. Provide policy and procedures, necessary forms, compliance issues that
need to be adhered to when a Social Worker makes a referral requesting
assistance of the PSNI for a Police Protection Order for the removal of
children.

Social Workers and PSNI often work together if there are safeguarding concerns
in respect of a child/young person. SBNI Regional Core Child Protection Policies
and Procedures and Co-operating to Safeguard Children and Young People in
Northern Ireland sets out how all agencies/individuals should work together to
safeguard and protect children and young people. Social workers do not “make a
referral to PSNI requesting assistance for a Police Protection Order”. If a
child/young person is in need of immediate protection, social workers may liaise
with the PSNI to request assistance to ensure the child/young person is
safeguarded and both agencies must work together in these circumstances.
Discussion may include as necessary, whether the PSNI should exercise their
powers under Article 65 of the Children (NI) Order 1995. These powers, set out in
legislation, provides authority for police to remove a child/young person to a safe
location or prevent their removal from a safe place if the police have reasonable
cause to believe that a child is likely to suffer significant harm. The decision as to
whether threshold is met to remove a child into police protection rests with the
police and a social worker cannot effect the removal of a child under police
protection. You may wish to direct any information you seek in respect of policies,
procedures, forms in relation to police protection powers, to the PSNI.
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5. Please clarify if the PaRIS system is locked after every entry and if there are
logs kept of any/all amended versions of report/entries made on the PaRIS
system.

There are a number of free text fields in the Paris system that save a version
history of the data in the field every time the entry is updated and saved. The full
version history for this type of field is viewable to users of the system where
security settings allow it.

For other entries in Paris, there exists full audit table functionality which tracks
additions and changes to the system made by users.
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