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8th August 2024 
 

Dear Service User, 
 

The Northern Ireland Regional Molecular Diagnostics Service (Germline) has introduced testing for patients meeting criteria to 
determine their eligibility for treatment with Olaparib (PARP inhibitors).  
 

Gene panel Genes included 

R444 NICE Approved PARP inhibitor 
treatment 

ATM, BRCA1, BRCA2, CHEK2, PALB2, PTEN, RAD51C, RAD51D, STK11, 
TP53 

 
Testing Criteria: 
Breast Cancer (applies to patients not meeting testing criteria for the R208 panel): 
Patients receiving adjuvant treatment of HER2-negative high-risk early breast cancer that has been treated with neo-adjuvant 
or adjuvant chemotherapy. 
 
Prostate Cancer (applies to patients not meeting testing criteria for the R430 panel): 
Metastatic, castration-resistant prostate cancer where somatic tumour testing (M218.1) has failed. 
 

Referrals are accepted from consultants in the following disciplines (where patients meet the testing criteria): 

Clinical Genetics 
Oncology 
Surgery 

 

Please Note:  

 Patient Testing Criteria must be detailed in full on Encompass or RMDS request form  

 Failure to detail how the patient meeting the testing criteria will result in DNA storage pending clarification  

 Diagnostic testing will be performed by an external provider and a completed proforma requesting a CentoBreast 

panel needs to be completed for each patient – e-links to the proforma can be found in Encompass.  

 DNA samples will be stored indefinitely 

 One 4 ml blood EDTA sample (purple top blood tube) is sufficient for testing  

 Turnaround time for testing is 12 weeks – please do not send a second sample unless requested by the laboratory 

 
Please include the following patient demographic details: 

 full name    

 date of birth 

 health and care number 
 

 referring consultant 

 patient address 

 patient’s personal and family history of cancer 

For further guidance or information is available at Breast cancer mainstreaming | Belfast Health & Social Care Trust website 
(hscni.net) alternatively please contact the laboratory.  
 
Shirley Heggarty 
Consultant Clinical Scientist 
Head of Regional Molecular Diagnostics Service (Germline) 
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