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Commissioning of Abortion Services 
 
Please find below FOI request concerning the Commissioning of Abortion 
Services. 
 
Following the announcement on 24 October 2022 by Secretary of State, Chris 
Heaton-Harris MP that the UK Government will commission abortion services 
in Northern Ireland. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-to-commission-abortion-
services-in-northern-ireland 
 
1. 
a) All documentation and correspondence regarding the establishment of 

commissioned abortion services between the Belfast HSC Trust and the 
Northern Ireland Office. 

 

b) All documentation regarding the establishment of commissioned abortion 
services and correspondence between the Belfast HSC Trust and the Dept 
of Health (NI).  

 

c) All documentation regarding the establishment of commissioned abortion 
services and correspondence between the Belfast HSC Trust and abortion 
providers, organisations and individuals. 
 
The information requested in questions 1(a) to 1(c) above, is not collated 
centrally and an extensive trawl of records would be required to try to locate this, 
which would take more than 18 hours.   
 

We estimate that compliance with this request would exceed the ‘appropriate 
limit’, as defined by the Freedom of Information Act under Section 12.  Section 
12 of the Freedom of Information Act makes provision for public authorities to 
refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would 
exceed the appropriate limit.  The limit has been specified as £450 for public 
authorities such as Belfast Trust.  This represents the cost of one or more 
persons spending 18 hours in determining whether we hold the information, 
locating, retrieving and extracting this information. 
 

As per Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act can we ask you to clarify 
your request – can you be more explicit in what information you require so that 
we might perhaps be better able to respond? 
 

Your request will be placed on hold until sufficient clarification is provided to 
locate the information you require.  If we do not receive a response from you 
within 20 working days of this response, your request will be considered to have 
lapsed, as under Section 1(3) of the Freedom of Information Act a public 
authority need not comply with a request unless any further information 
reasonably required to locate the information is supplied. 
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2. Following the Secretary of State's announcement on 27 April 2023 

regarding 2023-24 Budget and contingency plans for governance, to 
outline details of the Belfast HSC Trust's budget, ring-fenced funding for 
the commissioning of abortion services. 

 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-04-
27/hcws748 

 
Ring-fenced budget is £1,083,825 
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