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UNREGULATED ACCOMMODATION

1. How many young people under 18 years in care of your trust have been
held in unregulated accommodation in the past 5 years?

In the past 5 years there were 16 young people aged under 18 years of age at the
time that accommodation was required and who were placed in emergency /
temporary accommodation in the BHSCT.

This figure does not include those young people aged under 18 accommodated /
placed with relatives or Trust accommodation (fostering / residential / jointly
commissioned supported accommodation placements).

2. Age of young people involved

The young people were aged between 11 and 18 years of age. The majority were
aged 16 and 17.

3. What type of unregulated accommodation was used?

A range of accommodation was utilised to provide care and support to young people.
This includes private properties, bespoke arrangements and hotel. In these
instances the young people would be supported by Trust staff on-site and directly on
a 24/7 basis.

4. Were there any instances where accommodation was deemed
unsuitable or unsafe after a young person had been placed in that
accommodation? If so, please provide further detail on same.

In the absence of Trust fostering or residential services provision, the
accommodation at the time of placement would have been assessed as suitable in
the absence of Trust accommodation. The information held on specific placements
relates to the nature of the placement.

A manual search would have to be undertaken of each young person’s records to
fully address this question which would involve a significant number of hours. This
would exceed the costs limit specified in the FOI act.

We estimate that compliance with this element of the request for information would
exceed the appropriate costs limit. Under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information
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2000, the limit has been specified as £450 and represents the estimated cost of one
or more persons spending 18 hours in determining whether we hold the information,
locating, retrieving and extracting this information.

5. Please provide a list of those companies, businesses and individuals
who have received a payment from the trust in exchange for provision of
unregulated accommodation in each of the last 5 years

The Trust cannot provide this information as it would be exempt under S38 Health
and Safety. This would be deemed sensitive information to protect the young people
from being targeted if their location was disclosed.

6. Please provide information on the amount spent by the trust on
unregulated accommodation in each of the last 5 years, with individual
breakdown for each supplier where available.

Each specific service area is responsible for processing costs for the
accommodation acquired.

To locate this information would require a manual search of each individual record

and would take more than 18 hours to locate, This would exceed the costs limits
specified in the FOI act.

Contact: publicliaison@belfasttrust.hscni.net Page 2 of 2



mailto:publicliaison@belfasttrust.hscni.net

