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MEDICAL EXAMINER SYSTEM – SCRUTINY OF 
DEATHS 
 
 
I am a medical examiner at a hospital in England. 
I was wondering if you have any information regarding the implementation of 
this system in Northern Ireland or contact details of somebody involved in the 
process. 
 
 
The Belfast Trust has been advised by the Department of Health on 15 February 
2022 about the expansion of the Independent Medical Examiner Service Prototype. 
 
The Department of Health (NI) has been operating a prototype Independent Medical 
Examiner (IME) Service to review hospital deaths. This has been in place in some Trusts 
since November 2020 and is now operational across all five HSC Trusts.  

 
The process being operated is one where, having completed the Initial Record of 
Death on NIECR, the certifying doctor contacts the IME service (on 028 9052 6194) 
to discuss the death, before emailing the Medical Certificate of Cause of Death 
(MCCD) to the General Register Office.  
 
The IME prototype has been very effective to date, with over 1500 deaths 
independently reviewed. The service provides valuable education and support for 
doctors when certifying death and the learning from the prototype will inform 
proposals for a statutory system in the future.  
 
Given the success of the prototype to date, it has been decided to expand the IME 
Service from 3 to 5 days each week. 
 
 

For further information I would suggest you contact the Department of Health for 
more details: www.health-ni.gov.uk  
 
Department of Health, Castle Buildings, Stormont Estate, Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
BT4 3SQ, Tel: 028 9052 0563. 
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