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Downgraded Referrals 
 
 

1. – How many red flagged GP referrals (urgent/emergency) have been 

down graded from 1st Jan 2023 -28 Feb 2024? 

What was the reason for this? 

Were the patients/GPs consulted? 

 

Between 1 January 2023 -29 February 2024 a total of 3,182 red flagged GP 
referrals were downgraded. 
 
The decision is based on the outcome of consultant triage of the GP referral 
letter.  

 
A letter should be forwarded to the GP advising that the referral has been 
downgraded. Patients are not consulted in relation to referrals that are 
downgraded. 

 
 
2. – How many red flagged GP referrals (urgent/emergency) have been 

down graded from 1st Jan 2022 -31st Dec 2022? 

What was the reason for this? 

Were the patients/GPs consulted? 

 

Between 1 January 2022 -31 December 2022 a total of 2,440 red flagged GP 

referrals were downgraded. 

 
The decision is based on the outcome of consultant triage of the GP referral 
letter.  

 
A letter should be forwarded to the GP advising that the referral has been 
downgraded. Patients are not consulted in relation to referrals that are 
downgraded. 
 
 

3. How many red flagged GP referrals (urgent/emergency) have been down 

graded from 1st Jan 2021 -31st Dec 2021? 

What was the reason for this? 

Were the patients/GPs consulted? 

 

Between 1 January 2021 -31 Decembe 2021 a total of 2,384 red flagged GP 

referrals were downgraded. 
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The decision is based on the outcome of consultant triage of the GP referral 
letter.  

 
A letter should be forwarded to the GP advising that the referral has been 
downgraded. Patients are not consulted in relation to referrals that are 
downgraded. 
 
 

4. How many red flagged GP referrals (urgent/emergency) have been down 

graded from 1st Jan 2020 -31st Dec 2020? 

What was the reason for this? 

Were the patients/GPs consulted? 

 

Between 1 January 2020 -31 December 2020 a total of 1,920 red flagged GP 

referrals were downgraded. 

 
The decision is based on the outcome of consultant triage of the GP referral 
letter.  

 
A letter should be forwarded to the GP advising that the referral has been 
downgraded. Patients are not consulted in relation to referrals that are 
downgraded. 
 
 

5. Is there a difference between urgent/emergency? 

There is no split between red flag urgent and red flag emergency, all red flag 
GP referrals are treated the same. 
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