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Treatment of treat Giant Cell Arteritis (GCA) 
 
 
Question 1. Does your trust or health board treat giant cell arteritis (GCA)?  If 
not, please provide the name of the hospital or trust that you refer GCA 
patients to.  
 
Yes we run a GCA rapid access service. Patients are referred from Ophthalmology 
to Rheumatology via the registrar on call. 
 
Then are seen in our rapid access clinic and then the GCA scanning clinic which 
occurs once a week on a Friday. 
 
 
Q2. In the past 3 months, how many patients with a primary diagnosis of GCA 
(ICD10 codes M31.5 or M31.6) were: 
  
Admitted as an inpatient 
Treated in A&E 
 
On average there are 2-3 GCA referrals a week and the majority are seen in ED and 
referred to Rheumatology or the Eye team.  
 
 
Q3. How many patients were treated by the rheumatology department in the 
past 3 months with the following:  
  
Tocilizumab – for any disease: 47 Intravenously (IV) 146 subcutaneously 
Tocilizumab for rheumatoid arthritis (RA) only: 15 IV 46 subcutaneously 
Tocilizumab for giant cell arteritis (GCA) only: <4 IV 42 subcutaneously 
 

 
Q4. How many patients were treated by the ophthalmology department (for any 
disease) in the past 3 months with Tocilizumab?  
 
< 5 (less than five). 
 
We are unable to provide an exact figure - exempt from release under section 40(2) 
of the FOI Act - as this could make patients personally identifiable. Disclosure would 
constitute a breach of the principles of the General Data Protection Regulations 
2018. 
 
 
Q5. How many patients were treated in A&E in the past 3 months for giant cell 
arteritis (GCA) with Tocilizumab? 
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Belfast Trust currently does not have an electronic prescribing and administration 
system and is unable to provide this information to patient level. 
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