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Parkinson's patients being sent to DBS or England 
 
 
Number of patients with Parkinson's being sent for DBS surgery over the past 
5 years broken down yearly? 
 
 
Number of patients requiring review appointments in England for DBS and 
related. Broken down by year?  
 
Number of patients suitable for DBS but declined due to travel to England?  
 
 
“Approximate data as shared by SPPG. This data do not include those being 
managed on an ongoing basis post procedure and those undergoing workup ahead 
of ECR application. 
 
Table 1. ECR Approvals for DBS in last 5 Financial Years. 
  

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 

21 >10 >10 >10 12 

  
Please note: 

 The Department of Health (DoH) records information in relation to ECR 
approvals and not referrals. 
 

 It is not always clear at the point of Acute ECR submission whether surgery 
will be required. Referral reasons will frequently be for assessment and 
appropriate treatment as decided by the specialist clinician to whom the 
patient is being referred in consultation with the local consultant.   

 

 The decision to refer, even where funding approval has been granted, will be 
a matter for the clinical decision of the referring consultant who may decide 
treatment outside Northern Ireland is no longer appropriate/required.  

 

 The nature and timing of treatment will depend on the patient’s clinical 
circumstances and may not take place in the same financial year as the 
approval or may result in multiple treatments over a period of years. 

  
Please note in considering your request for information, the DoH must be mindful of 
its duty and can take no action that is inconsistent with a patient’s right to privacy.” 
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