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Patient’s Hospitalised Due to Complications Relating 
to Surgery Abroad 
 
 
I am writing to request that the following information be provided in writing via 
email response under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
i) How many people have been hospitalised in the past year due to 

complications relating to surgery they have had abroad?  
 
ii) Of those people, how many were related to cosmetic surgery procedures 

such as cosmetic dental work (e.g. veneers), breast augmentation, hair 
transplants or rhinoplasty? 

 
iii) Of those people (relating to part ii), how many were hospitalised due to life-

threatening emergency and/or required emergency corrective surgery? 
 
iv) Of those people (relating to part i), how many were related to weight-loss / 

bariatric surgeries including gastric bypass, gastric band, gastric balloon 
and sleeve gastrectomy? 

 
v) Of those people (relating to part iv), how many were hospitalised due to 

life-threatening emergency and / or required emergency corrective 
surgery? 

 
 
The information required to answer these questions is not routinely recorded on any 
hospital system in Belfast Trust and therefore we are unable to respond. 
 
To obtain the information, if it were recorded on any patient records, would require a 
manual trawl of individual patient notes across a number of Trust services to 
determine whether we hold the information, locate, retrieve and extract it. 
 
Belfast Trust considers that the cost of retrieving the information would be above the 
‘Appropriate Limit’, as defined by the Freedom of Information Act under Section 12.  
Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act makes provision for public authorities 
to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed 
the appropriate limit.  The limit has been specified as £450 for public authorities such 
as Belfast Trust.  This represents the cost of one or more persons spending 18 hours 
in determining whether we hold the information, locating, retrieving and extracting 
this information. 
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