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Private Ambulances 
 
 
How many NIAS ambulances are available in NI?  Can you show the number 
available for each of the past five years?  
 
This should be directed to NI Ambulance Service to respond 
 
 
In what circumstances do health trusts have to make use of private 
ambulances?  
 
In circumstances where NIAS or BHSCT have no available resource to transport 
non-emergency Belfast Trust patients.  
 
 
Can the department/Trusts outline the number of private ambulances being 
used in Northern Ireland over the past five calendar years?  
 
BHSCT does not hold this information in terms of actual numbers of ambulances 
being used. 
 
 
Can you break that down to show the numbers used annually for each year?  
 
As above BHSCT does not hold this information in terms of actual numbers of 
ambulances being used.   
 
 
Furthermore, can you show much was spent on private ambulances for each 
year, showing the cost per Trust and the overall NI-wide cost? 
 
We do not hold this information for calendar years. Please see figures below for 
Private Ambulance costs to BHSCT for the past 5 financial years (2018/19 – 
2023/24) 
 

Financial Year 2018/2019 2019/20 2020/21 2022/23 2023/24 

Total BHSCT Private 
Ambulance Spend 

219,885 330,387 450,884 490,558 396,002 
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