Belfast Health and FOI/33614

Social Care Trust

caring supporting improving together

16 April 2025

Pseudomonas aeruginosa infections in Belfast Trust
Hospitals (2002-2009)

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, | am writing to request information
regarding Pseudomonas aeruginosa infections reported in hospitals managed
by the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust between January 1, 2002, and
December 31, 2009. Specifically, | am seeking the following details:

1. The total number of recorded cases of Pseudomonas aeruginosa infections
in Belfast Trust hospitals each year from 2002 to 2009, broken down by month,
year and by hospital site, ward or areas impacted.

There was no laboratory clinical share system in 2002. The Belfast Health and Social
Care Trust was initiated in 2007, prior to this all hospital sites worked independently
of each other and had their own local systems and records in place. If it is still
feasible to access this data it would take a considerable period of time and would
require interrogation of multiple systems to try to gather any detail prior to 2007.
However the PHA may also hold this type of data from the days of CDSCNI.

2. The number of patient deaths or ICU admissions if any, where
Pseudomonas aeruginosa infection was recorded as a contributing factor or
cause of death during this period, broken down by year and hospital site
where available.

As this request for data relates to a period prior to the establishment of the Belfast
HSC Trust in 2007, fulfilling it would require a manual search of archived records.
Please note that this process is time intensive and would take longer the 18 hours
allowed to complete this. Additionally, under current retention guidelines, patient
records and admission books, are retained for 8 years following the completion of
treatment or a patient death. Consequently much of the information requested may
no longer be readily available.

3. Any reports, summaries, or investigations conducted by the Belfast Trust
related to outbreaks or clusters of Pseudomonas aeruginosa infections in its
hospitals during this timeframe, including details of measures taken to
address such incidents.

As the request pertains to a timeframe greater than 10 years ago, for increased
incidences and outbreaks this information is no longer held locally.
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4. If available, data on the sources or suspected sources of Pseudomonas
aeruginosa infections (e.g., water systems, medical equipment) identified
during this period.

The Estates Team did not carry out any pseudomonas aeruginosa water sampling
prior to the outbreak in RIMH in 2012/2013.
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