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Introduction 	


Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 requires the Trust, when carrying out its functions in relation to Northern Ireland, to have due regard to the need to promote equality of opportunity between nine categories of persons, namely:

· between persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age, marital status or sexual orientation;
· between men and women generally;
· between persons with a disability and persons without; and
· between persons with dependants and persons without.

Without prejudice to its obligations above, the Trust must also have regard to the desirability of promoting good relations between persons of different religious belief, political opinion or racial group.

Belfast Trust’s Revised Equality Scheme was formally approved by the Equality Commission in September 2011. The revised Scheme outlines how we propose to fulfil our statutory duties under Section 75.  Within the Scheme, the Trust gave a commitment to apply the screening methodology below to all new and revised policies and where necessary and appropriate to subject new policies to further equality impact assessment.

· What is the likely impact of equality of opportunity for those affected by this policy/proposal, for each of the Section 75 equality categories?
· Are there opportunities to better promote equality of opportunity for people within Section 75 equality categories?
· To what extent is the policy/proposal likely to impact on good relations between people of different religious belief, political opinion or racial group?
· Are there opportunities to better promote good relations between people of different religious belief, political opinion or racial group?

In keeping with the Trust’s commitments in its Equality Scheme the Trust has applied the above screening criteria to new policies and proposals.  Screening identifies policies that are likely to have an impact on equality of opportunity and or good relations.  

Screening identifies the impact of the policy/proposal as major, minor or none.
· If major – an Equality Impact Assessment may be carried out.
· If minor – consider mitigation or alternative policy and screen out.
· If none – screen out and give reasons.
· Ongoing screening – for strategies/policies that are to be put in place through a series of stages – screen at various stages during implementation. 



Figure 1 provides a flowchart of how screening is conducted in Belfast Trust.
[image: ]

Belfast Trust also committed within its Revised Equality Scheme to prepare and publish for information regular reports on its screening exercises. Belfast HSC Trust has provided detail on all screenings undertaken since 1 September 2011 when the Trust received Equality Commission approval for their revised Equality Scheme. To further promote openness and transparency, there is a link to each completed screening template on the Belfast Trust’s website. www.belfasttrust.hscni.net. 

The quarterly screening report shall detail all policies screened over a three month period and includes decisions reached.

This screening report outlines the screening outcomes from 1st Oct – 31st Dec 2023.



Communication and Engagement 


Belfast Trust recognises the importance of stakeholder involvement – one of the 5 key strategic objectives that Belfast Trust devised at the outset was that of Partnership – we are committed to improving health and well-being through existing and new partnerships with a range of individuals, representative groups and voluntary and community organisations. The Trust is committed to providing people led services, drawing on the years of experience and listening to the needs and feedback that meaningful consultation can yield.  There is a need to continue to effectively engage and work collaboratively with a wide range of stakeholders including Trust staff, Trade Unions, service users, carers, commissioners, primary care, public representatives and independent providers. 

The Trust is committed to promoting personal and public involvement in all its activities.  The development of new policies and proposals will be supported by effective engagement processes to ensure that staff, service users and all interested parties are fully involved.  Planning for, and delivering safe, clinically effective and cost-effective services requires close collaboration at many levels.

If you have any queries about this document, and its availability in alternative formats (including Braille, disk and audio cassette, and in minority languages to meet the needs of those who are not fluent in English) then please contact:


Orla Barron
Equality Lead
Belfast Health and Social Care Trust
First Floor, Administration Building
Knockbracken Healthcare Park
Saintfield Road
Belfast 
BT8 8BH

Telephone: 028 95046567
Textphone: 028 90637406
orla.barron@belfasttrust.hscni.net


This report details each proposal and the screening outcome – for ease of reference, readers can access the full completed screening template via a link to the Trust website. Should you have concerns which are based on supporting evidence regarding the screening decision, please contact the Health and Social Inequalities Manager as above and outline your concern along with the supporting evidence. Belfast Trust will duly consider rescreening the proposal. 





Outcome of Screening

The screening outcomes are outlined below.  Four possible outcomes are recorded: 

1. The policy has been ‘screened out’ because it has No relevance or bearing in terms of its likely impact (actual/potential) on equality of opportunity, good relations & in relation to disability duties & human rights.

2. The policy has been ‘screened out’ with mitigation or an alternative policy has been adopted.

3. The policy has been ‘screened in’ for an Equality Assessment. 

 

	Description of Policy or Proposal
	Screening Outcome

	13/12/2024

Review of current enhanced supervision arrangements in hospital and community settings.

Purpose:  
The aim of this proposal is to assess the additional care and supervision provided in hospitals and community settings to confirm consistent, appropriate and effective support are provided. The proposal aims to ensure that the individual needs of service users are being met and that resources are allocated and used appropriately within Belfast Health and Social Care Trust.
	Screened Out - minor impact with mitigation

	
	

	07/01/2025

Social Care Supervision Policy 

Purpose:  
Supervision is an important mechanism in ensuring the safe and effective delivery of social care services in the Trust and ensures staff have access to professional development opportunities and support. Supervision will enable participation and engagement with the organisation for the social care workforce
	Screened Out

	
	

	07/01/2025

Review of Orthopaedic Services Pre-Operative assessment.

Purpose:  
Currently we triage 450 patients per month to secure 360 Pre-operative assessment face-to-face (F2F) appointments.
This is insufficient to meet the service demands and maximal theatre utilisation at a rolling average of 90 Theatre sessions per week. On average 90 theatre sessions per week equate to 180 patients.

	Screened out 

	
	

	21/01/2025

Wound Management Principles of Caring for Patients with an open wound.

Purpose:
A wound may be defined as a break in the skin (epidermis/dermis); in some instances, underlying structures (subcutaneous tissue, muscle, tendon or bone) will be exposed/damaged. When the skin edges cannot be approximated, the wound is left to heal by secondary intention. Whilst most open wounds heal in a timely manner, a significant number of people experience delayed healing due to underlying disease or an ineffective treatment plan.


	Screened out 

	
	



	27/01/2025

Management of Arterial Lines in Adult Patients

Purpose:
The aims of the policy are for healthcare personnel to be aware of: 
● the indications for, and contraindications to, insertion of arterial lines 
● the procedure for safe insertion of an arterial catheter and set-up of the transducer equipment 
● the correct procedure for sampling from an arterial line 
● how to mitigate complications / harm arising from use of arterial lines 
● how to troubleshoot potential problems with arterial blood pressure monitoring

	Screened out 

	
	

	27/01/2025

Injectable Medicines Guideline policy

Purpose:  
The Injectable Medicines Guide Policy endorses the use of the UK resource - NHS Medusa Injectable Medicines Guide (IMG) as the most accessible resource that contains information to support safe administration of injectable medicines for both adult and paediatric patients in clinical practice. The Guide includes intraVENOUS, intraMUSCULAR, subcutaneous, intraTHECAL, and ocular monographs.
	Screened out 

	
	

	28/01/2025

Mangement of Adult patients receiving subcutaneous fluids within in a community Setting

Purpose:
The aim of this policy is to provide community registered nurses with evidence-based guidance to ensure that patients receive safe, effective and appropriate treatment when receiving subcutaneous fluids within a community setting.
	Screened out 

	
	

	29/01/2025

Policy for the Safe Use of Oral and Subcutaneous Methotrexate in Non- Cancer Conditions 

Purpose:
Methotrexate is a folic acid antagonist and is classed as an antimetabolite cytotoxic immunosuppressant agent. It is indicated for the treatment of cancers such as leukaemias, lymphomas and a number of solid tumours. It is also used to treat non-malignant conditions such as rheumatoid arthritis, crohn’s disease and severe psoriasis unresponsive or intolerant to conventional therapy.  
	Screened out 

	
	

	20/02/2025

Employer’s Procedures for Diagnostic and Therapeutic Uses of Unsealed Radioactive Materials 

Purpose:
The Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure)an Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2018, hereafter referred to as IR(ME)R, were introduced in February 2018.  The regulations lay down basic measures for the health protection of individuals against the dangers of ionising radiation in relation to medical exposure.  
	Screened out 

	
	

	20/02/2025

Policy for the Management of External Guidance, including NICE Guidelines

Purpose:
The Trust must ensure it has a robust process in place for the dissemination, tracking and monitoring of external guidance inc NICE Guidelines that are sent to the Standards & Guidelines Dept. This mandatory process has been designed to ensure the Trust complies with corporate governance requirements. To ensure there are appropriate systems in place for ensuring that relevant staff receive the guidance and are informed of appropriate actions to be taken.

	Screened out

	
	

	26/02/2025

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) Safeguarding Pathway and Risk Assessment

Purpose:
This policy has been developed by the Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland (SBNI) to support all staff who work with and who deliver services to children and young people, women and families.
	Screened out – Minor with Mitigation

	
	

	28/02/2025

Reduction in disabled parking spaces on the Belfast City Hospital site from March – October 2025

Purpose:
[bookmark: _Int_JkDHAzR9]In February 2025, the Trust’s Estates Department advised PCSS Logistics that they urgently needed to cordon off 32 of the 55 disabled spaces in the Tower carpark. The Ground Floor Level A of the carpark was leaking and the steelwork is rusting badly and has past the point where temporary gutters, downpipes and catch trays are effective.
	Screened out – Minor Impact with Mitigation

	
	

	24/03/2025

Glucose monitoring for patients receiving treatment dose co-trimoxazole.

Purpose:
Co-trimoxazole is used to treat susceptible infections and can cause severe hypoglycaemia. Severe hypoglycaemia secondary to high-dose co-trimoxazole is a recognised, rare side-effect. It may be life-threatening. Since 2014 there have been 16 reports of hypoglycaemia associated with the use of co-trimoxazole including one fatality2. This policy relates to co-trimoxazole when used at treatment doses (either by intravenous or oral routes), NOT for prophylaxis.

	Screened Out 
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