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Compensation Paid for Maternity Claims 
 
 
Please include the following information for the years 2022/23, 2023/24, 2024/25 and 2025/26 
 
1. The total value of compensation claims paid in respect of maternity claims, please include a break down by: 
 

 Claimant costs 

 The Trust’s legal costs 
 

This question is taken to include all maternity claims irrespective of date opened.  The table below provides expenditure on 
cases in year of settlement and in any year thereafter, up to 31 March 2026. 
 
*Note: Belfast Trust's legal costs section does not include cost of defence solicitors, as this is not recorded on a case-by-case 
basis. 
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2. Total number of maternity compensation claims made, broken down by: 
 

 Settled with admission of liability 

 Settled without admission of liability 

 Failed claims 
 

  01/04/2022 
to 

31/03/2023 

01/04/2023 
to 

31/03/2024 

01/04/2024 
to 

31/03/2025 

01/04/2025 
to 

31/03/2026 

Settled with 
admission of 
liability 

Total Number of New Cases Opened Per 
Year 

19 18 12 28 

Settled without 
admission of 
liability 

BHSCT does not capture information in this 
manner, therefore has provided the number 
of settled cases only. 

<5 <5 <5 <5 

Failed Claims BHSCT has taken ‘Failed’ to mean cases 
closed without payment of damages. 

<5 5 <5 <5 

 
 

Use of <5 (less than five): We are unable to provide an exact figure - exempt from release under Section 40(2) of the 
Freedom of Information Act - Personal Information relating to a third party, as the small numbers involved could make 
individuals personally identifiable. 
 
Disclosure would constitute a breach of the principles of the General Data Protection Regulation 2018. 
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3. Total number of maternity claims currently open or in progress  
 

If this question is taken to include only those cases opened between 01/04/2022 and 31/03/2026, the numbers are as follows: 
 

 
 

If this question is taken to include all maternity claims irrespective of date opened the total is: 
 

 
 
 
4. A breakdown of the reasons for maternity compensation claims and the number of cases that fell into each category 

(for example Cerebral palsy and other brain injuries to the baby, stillbirth, neonatal death, other significant injury to 
the baby, maternal death, significant maternal injury, psychological injury etc.) 

 
This question is taken to include only those cases opened between 01/04/2022 and 31/03/2026. 
 
Where the tables below state fewer than 5: We are unable to provide an exact figure - exempt from release under Section 
40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act - Personal Information relating to a third party, as the small numbers involved could 
make individuals personally identifiable. 
 
Disclosure would constitute a breach of the principles of the General Data Protection Regulation 2018. 
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5. For each year please provide the largest maternity compensation claim including information on: 
 

 Total damages paid 

 The category of the maternal injury 
 
 

This information cannot be disclosed. 
 
Belfast Trust is aware of its responsibilities under the Freedom of Information Act and will always aim to respond in an open 
and transparent manner in line with the legislation.  However, we are also mindful of not releasing into the public domain any 
information that could be linked to an identified or identifiable individual.  It is the Trust’s view that providing details regarding 
the largest maternity compensation claim, including information on total damages paid and the category of the maternal injury, 
could result in the information being linked to individuals, due to the low numbers involved.  As such, this is exempt from 
release under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act - Personal Information relating to a third party. 
 
Adhering to ICO guidance, the Trust has concluded: 
 
1. The information requested is personal information, which identifies or belongs to the claimant(s). 
2. It would be unfair and incompatible with the purpose for which the information was obtained, to release the information into 

the public domain. 
3. The release of information into the public domain would likely cause distress to the claimant(s). 
 
For the reasons outlined above, Belfast Trust is of the view that the release of this information into the public domain would 
contravene the data protection rights of the claimant(s) and therefore the exemption under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of 
Information Act is applicable.  As this is an absolute exemption, the Trust is not required to complete a public interest test. 
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