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 Paper Ref. Num. Enter Ref 
Number 
 
Note:- To be completed 
by HQ meeting organiser 
 

Belfast Health & Social Care Trust Meeting Template Sheet (v11.25) 
 

Purpose of paper   For Oversight 
If other  purpose please specify 
 

Please enter text here 

Meeting  TB Public 
 

If other meeting please specify 
 

Please enter text here 

Presenter Other Chris Hagan & Brian 
Armstrong 

Date of meeting  25/06/2026 
 

Title of paper  (Maximum of 300 characters) 
 
Complex Cardiology Medical Devices --- Patient recall 
 

Background (Maximum of 1500 characters) 
 
Between 2023 and 2024, Belfast Trust identified some concerns regarding decisions to 
implant very specific and specialist cardiac devices for a number of patients under the 
care of Dr Ernest Lau. We investigated the issues and as a result, and in order to look 
further, we asked the Royal College of Physicians (RCP) to carry out an expert and 
independent review of several cases. The Royal College subsequently agreed with some 
of the concerns around Dr Lau’s decision-making and they recommended we take a more 
detailed look at Dr Lau’s practice. To help us, they gave us some specific criteria to look 
at.  
 
As a result of the advice from RCP, alongside our own review of patient records, we have 
identified 140 people who have had a CRT device implanted which is outside of the 
criteria given to us by the RCP. In order to ensure these patients have the best care plan 
going forward, a small team of consultant cardiologists with specialist knowledge of 
cardiac devices based in Belfast Trust are thoroughly reviewing the cardiology records of 
each of those 140 people.  
 

Date considered at Exec Team (If Applicable) Enter Date Here 
 

Options for consideration (Maximum of 1500 characters) 
 
N/A 
 
 

Recommendations (Maximum of 1500 Characters) 
 
That Trust Board discuss for oversight and assurance. 
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Proposed Onward Consideration Choose an item. 
 

If other   
 

Note:- 
Any papers accompanying this template should not exceed 10 pages in length. 

Please ensure when submitting papers that  

(1) Orientation of paper  is set so that the content of the paper can be read 
(2) Embedded documents should be [provided a separate attachments 
(3) Append any papers to this coversheet starting on the next page 

 

Insert/Copy/Paste any additional information from this point 


