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Radiotherapy at Northern Ireland Cancer Centre (NICC) 
 
 
1. How many patients were treated each year from 2020 -2025 with radiotherapy at 
the Northern Ireland Cancer Centre (NICC)?  
 
Could this be defined by tumour site - e.g. Breast, Prostate, Lung, Head and Neck 
etc?  
 
Number of patients treated per calendar year: 
 

Treatment starting 
within Year 

Number of 
Patients* 

Number of 
Fractions 

2020 3711 45647 

2021 3753 42568 

2022 3824 44140 

2023 3959 46876 

2024 4106 47455 

2025 4214 48192 

2026 (to end May) 1803 20704 

 
Table 1: Patients per year. Please note the numbers in column 2 indicated by a * refer to 
the number of treatment courses started within the calendar year. Any individual patient 
may have received more than one course in the year; this would be counted more than 
once. 
 

 
Table 2: Number of Referrals per year.  
 
Could this be defined by tumour site – e.g. Breast, Prostate, Lung, Head and Neck 
etc? 
 

Treatment 
starting within 
Year 

Radiotherapy Number of referrals 
Jan – Dec 
(Unique Courses treated) 

Number of Fractions 
 
Data from Radiotherapy Treatment 
Machine manual data 

2020 4277 (3842) 40525 

2021 4456 (3783) 41911 

2022 4498 (3882) 43780 

2023 4430 (3983) 47020 

2024 4476 (4080) 46193 

2025 4333 (4209) 48220 
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This is a more complex query. The approximate numbers for the largest tumour sites for 
three financial years April 2022 – April 2025 are shown below. Data prior to 2021 is not 
robust. Subsequent data would require additional time to process before presenting. 
 
We estimate that compliance with ‘defining by tumour site’ would exceed the appropriate 
costs limit. Under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information 2000, the limit has been 
specified as £450 and represents the estimated cost of one or more persons spending 
18 hours in determining whether we hold the information, locating, retrieving and 
extracting this information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patients per year 2020 - 2022. Based on referrals to Radiotherapy department on Primary 
ICD classification, anatomically. 
 

Site - Based on Primary ICD 
 

2020 
 

2021 
 

2022 
 

Brain 99 100 72 

Breast 1000 1274 1230 

Gynae 243 218 239 

Head and Neck 269 264 263 

Lung and Respiratory 593 643 640 

Prostate 878 844 919 

 
2. What was the prescribed radiotherapy dose and fraction for each e.g. how many 
were treated using 26Gy in 5# or 40Gy 15# +/- boost for breast etc.?  
 
This data is presented for April 2022- April 2025, as described for question 1 part 2. 
Rarely prescribed and some palliative dose-fractionation schedules have not been 
included below. 
 
We estimate that compliance with ‘inclusion of boost data’ would exceed the appropriate 
costs limit. Under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information 2000, the limit has been 
specified as £450 and represents the estimated cost of one or more persons spending 
18 hours in determining whether we hold the information, locating, retrieving and 
extracting this information.   
 

Prostate Total 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 

Fractions Dose N  N   N   N   

20 60 1683 570  557  556  

5 40 352 36  125  192  

20 52.5 56 17  14  25  

20 55 44 <5  13  27  

Year  
(April – April) 

Treatment Site – annual totals 

Brain Breast Lung Gynae H&N Prostate 

2022-2023 322 1049 535 121 433 654 

2023-2024 354 1029 524 174 452 669 

2024-2025 320 1075 550 165 468 816 
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Lung  Total 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 

Fractions Dose N   N   N   N   

20 55 392  147  117  128  

5 55 359  105  117  137  

15 40 37  12  13  12  

10 30 89  31  29  29  

3 54 71  23  29  19  

30 60 63  <5  28  31  

8 60 49  18  14  17  

2 17 36  10  15  11  

30 45 36  9  12  15  

6 27 34  12  9  13  

13 39 27  10  13  <5  

1 34 15      15  

 

H&N  Total 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 

Fractions Dose N   N   N   N   

30 65 218  104  91  23  

35 70 148  10  29  109  

30 60 80  28  25  27  

33 66 79  26  31  22  

20 55 78  25  24  29  

 

Gynae  Total 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 

Fraction
s 

Dose N   N   N   N   

25 45 217  59  75  83  

28 50.4 66  17  30  19  

28 57 56  14  26  16  

30 60 52  16  22  14  

25 55 10  6  0  <5  

25 50 7  0  5  <5  

 

Breast     

Primary Presc Total 2022-
2023 

2023-2024 2024-2025 

Fractions Dose N   N   N   N   

5 26 2395  796  775  824  

15 40 599  205  187  207  
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Brain  Total 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 

Fractions Dose N   N   N   N   

1 21 254  88  100  66  

30 55 82  25  31  26  

15 40 67  19  28  20  

3 27 48  16  13  19  

28 50.4 34  10  12  12  

10 30 38  16  11  11  

30 60 35  10  14  11  

3 24 27  11  9  7  

30 54 23  11  5  7  

1 16 7  <5  
 

 <5  

1 18 18  <5  6  8  

3 21 15  9  <5  <5  

 
BHSCT radiotherapy department have summarised the information above which has 
taken a considerable length of time to extract and present. The extent of dose and 
fractionations per treatment site delivered in the Northern Ireland Cancer Centre is too 
extensive to record for all tumour sites.  
 
We estimate that compliance with ‘defining by tumour site’ would exceed the appropriate 
costs limit. Under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information 2000, the limit has been 
specified as £450 and represents the estimated cost of one or more persons spending 
18 hours in determining whether we hold the information, locating, retrieving and 
extracting this information.   
 
Please see totals for all different doses and fractionations used per year. Clinical 
protocols are listed below based on RCR guidelines. 
 
We have 32 Clinical Protocols which contain all Doses and Fractionations per: 
 
2020 – 266 Separate Dose and fractionation schedules used for all sites 
2021 – 290 Separate Dose and fractionation schedules used for all sites 
2022 – 251 Separate Dose and fractionation schedules used for all sites 
2023 – 248 Separate Dose and fractionation schedules used for all sites 
2024 – 306 Separate Dose and fractionation schedules used for all sites 
2025 – 278 Separate Dose and fractionation schedules used for all sites 
 
Clinical protocols include –  
 
Anal Canal, Bladder, Breast, Cervix, Cranial Stereotactic, Hepatocellular, Head and 
Neck, High Grade Gliomas, Low Grade Gliomas, Lung, Lymphoma, Medulloblastoma, 
Myeloma + Plasmacytoma, Skin, Oesophago-Gastric, Palliative, Pancreatic, Prostate, 
Rectum, Oligo metastatic Disease with Stereotactic Radiotherapy, Total Body Irradiation, 
testes, Thyroid Eye Disease, Total Skin Electron Therapy, Uterus/Ovarian, Vagina, 
Vulva, Sarcoma, Pituitary, Non-malignant Tumours of the Brain and Head & Neck 
 

mailto:publicliaison@belfasttrust.hscni.net


FOI/37471 
 

14 July 2026 

 

Contact: publicliaison@belfasttrust.hscni.net         Page 5 of 6 

 

3. What radiotherapy planning technique was used for each e.g. IMRT, VMAT, 3D 
conformal etc.? 
 
The majority of radical treatments have been planned with VMAT or IMRT since April 
2020.  Most palliative treatments will have been planned with a 3D conformal technique.  
While it has not been possible to break down the technique per site and dose, the 
following table illustrates the percentages of plan techniques for referrals to the treatment 
planning department: 
 

Technique 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 24/25 

VMAT 54.1 45.5 47.3 51.4 54.1 

IMRT 29.7 33.5 31.6 29.9 29.6 

3D conformal 
(VSim) 

16.1 15.3 15.2 12.4 9.9 

 
4. How many clinical oncologists are there working within the NICC?  
 
31 (includes <5 Locum Consultant Clinical Oncologists) 
 
5. How many clinical oncologists are there working in each tumour site to deliver 
radiotherapy? 
 
Palliative 31 
Breast 5 
Prostate 10 
Lung 7 
Upper GI <5 
Lower GI 5 
Gynae <5 
Brain (including CNS and SRS) <5 
Head and Neck <5 
Bladder 8 
Skin <5 
Paediatric <5 
Thyroid Eye <5 
Testes <5 
Sarcoma <5 
Benign (Brain and Head & Neck) 5 
Hepatocellular <5 
Total Body Irradiation <5 
Total Skin Electron Therapy <5 
TLNI <5 
Pancreas <5 
Gynae Brachy <5 
Myeloma <5 
Medulloblastoma <5 
Lymphoma <5 
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OSABR: 

 Bone <5 

 Nodes 5 

 Spine <5 

 Renal 5 

 Hepatocellular <5 

 Adrenal <5 
 
6. Are there any consultant radiographers in post in NICC? If so how many and 
what tumour sites?  
 
Currently <5 

 Head and Neck 

 Breast 
 
Some figures have been withheld and replaced with less than five (<5). This is because 
disclosure of small numbers has the potential to identify individuals. The information is 
therefore exempt under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 - Personal 
Information relating to a third party. Its release would contravene the data protection 
principles set out in the UK GDPR. 
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