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Are Electrical Appliances Allowed in Ward Side
Rooms

Could you please confirm if electrical appliances, such as asmall TV, are
allowed into ward side rooms? If they are not allowed due to the requirement
to test the device, which standard of testing? If the standard of testing is PAT
(Portable Appliance Testing) do new appliances also have to be tested?

If new appliances have to be PAT tested, why is this? Itis not a legal
requirement under Electricity at Work Regulations 1989.

If they are not allowed due to another reason (other than they need tested),
could you please explain this.

Belfast Health and Social Care Trust (BHSCT) encourage patients to bring only
essential items into hospital.

Where a patient’s stay is prolonged, small electrical appliances may be brought into
the side ward, in agreement with the ward manager. When this occurs, the terms of
the BHSCT policy ‘Management of Patient's Handed in Property’ BHSCT / PtCtCare
(01) 2021 apply. The Trust will not accept liability for the loss or damage to any
property brought into hospital.

PAT is not a legal requirement but Belfast Trust take patient and staff safety very
seriously and, therefore, conduct periodic testing on portable appliances used
throughout the Trust estate. The main reason for testing is to reduce the risk of fire
and / or electrical shock.

New items that have an original moulded plug fitted by the manufacturer do not
require a PAT before using. However all users are still required to carry out basic
visual checks before using any equipment.
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