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Blood Transfusion Records & Contaminated Blood 
Enquiry 
 
 
 
How long does Belfast HSC Trust retain records of blood transfusions? 
 
Please see response below. 
 
I have read that blood transfusion records are retained for at least 30 years but 
are there occasions when they are held longer? 
 
Northern Ireland Health and Social Care Records - HSC organisations maintain 
records in line with the Retention and Disposal guidance set out in Good 
Management Good Records 2017.  This advises on retention periods and disposal 
schedules for information, as required by Data Protection legislation.   
 
Below is the link to the Good Management Good Records (GMGR) Retention and 

Disposal Schedule.  G92 Transplant Records also refers to Blood Donor Records, as 

listed within the guidance document, which states that the traceability of blood donor 

records are maintained for 30 years. 

 

The Retention / Disposal Schedule is published via the DoH Website via link below: 
 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/gmgr-disposal-
schedule.pdf 
 
However, in August 2015, Belfast Health and Social Care Trust suspended the 
destruction of any records, at the request of the Health and Social Care Board, in 
order to ensure the preservation of any information relevant to the Historical 
Institutional Abuse Inquiry.  This suspension of the destruction of records continues 
to remain in place for health and social care records.  In turn, this may result in 
records being held for a longer period than stated in the guidance.   
 
Prior to August 2015, records were destroyed in line with organisations Retention 
and Disposal guidance (See Attachment 1 - Summary from 1923 –present).   
  
You may also wish to seek clarification on this query by contacting the Northern 
Ireland Blood Transfusion Service. 
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What information would I need to provide in order to trace if a patient received 
contaminated blood and who should this be submitted to? 
 
The information required to trace patient records would be patient demographic 
details, e.g. name and date of birth, details of the hospital where the blood 
transfusion was received and the date of the transfusion. 
 
The patient completes the attached Subject Access application form (See 
Attachment 2) and returns this to the Trust’s Medical Legal Department (details on 
the form). 
 
However, if someone is requesting access to a deceased patient’s records they will 
need to use the Access to Deceased Records request form, which is also attached 
for ease of reference (See Attachment 3).  The request will be dealt with by our 
Medical Legal Team who copy the records and send these to the applicant in hard 
copy or electronically, depending on what they request. 
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