
HOW TO ATTACH ECGS IN APOLLO & DOCMAN  FOR EMIS & VISION   FOR RAPID 

ANGINA ASSESSMENT SERVICE MAR 2020 

While there is no contractual responsibility for GPs to have an ECG machine it can be useful 
for things such as arrhythmia detection and reassurance and it expedites service for angina 
assessment.  Rapid Angina Assessment Clinics have reported that a significant percentage 
of referrals have freetext to say “ECG normal” or “ECG abnormal” but the ECG isn’t 
attached. To ensure that people are aware how to attach we have done a walkthrough.  
 
To feedback the Rapid Access Angina Clinic reforms which launched late Nov 2019 have 
meant that  

 All Cardiology now on e-triage  

 2100 were on RACPC WLs in Nov 2019  –there are 652 across NI on WLs now (Mar 2020)  

 80% of pts in Nov waited > 2w –currently only 45% waiting longer than 2 weeks  so those 
that need seen are being seen promptly and often appointed direct to test  
 
Not sending the ECG means that there are potentially 2 benefits being missed out t:  

1. Medicolegal safety  for GPs in terms of being able to demonstrate that ECG was  
taken and normal  

2. RAAS efficiency in terms of baseline ECG for comparison with ECG at RAAS  
 
It does require the ECG to be scanned to Apollo, Docman or some file system from 
where it can be attached to a referral  
 
This isn’t a push to have GPs doing ECGs (that discussion has been had and 
Cardiologists are very aware of the position) but rather how we might encourage the 
attaching of ECGs when they have been taken by GPs. It was felt that it might be helpful 
to do a walk-through for GPs who mightn’t be familiar with the process. 
The CCG template contains a Referral tab from which documents can be attached  

 

This brings up this box   for Apollo practice  



 

There are then 2 ways to attach documents.  

 

“Attach files” allows one to link to any place that one wishes  to store documents for 

attachment . Screengrabs below: 

 

 



For practice using Apollo “Attach Apollo” is also available. One needs to input the patient’s 

identifiers as below 

 

 

 

Confirm patient identity and  then choose from the document list (thumbnails are not 

available in this view)  

 

And press “Send selected documents to SCI” . The documents will now attached and a 

confirmation message will appear in Attach Apollo  



 

Whether one uses a Attach Files /desktop folder or Attach Apollo CCG will ask the user  to 

confirm the attachment is the correct document 

 

And CCG will then confirm that it has been attached   

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
In Docman practices there is also the choice of Attach Files or Attach Docman 
 

 
Attach Files is the same procedure as previously mentioned; it will link to whatever location 
the user chooses  
 
Attach Docman brings one to the chronological Docman archive. This has an image viewer 
and allows multiple document uploads .  
 



 
 
 
 
 
All of this is dependent on the ECG being scanned to a document management system such 
as Apollo or Docman or a Windows file folder in the first instance  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



When a referral is sent there is 1 way to check if it was sent with Attachments and another to 
check what the Attachments were. To confirm that Attachments were sent check the 
Electronic Attachment Present  box in the  practice clinical information system (CIS)  or in 

ECR  
 
And to check the content of the Attachment view in NIECR 
 

 

 

 

 

 


