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John Morgan, Senior Peer Educator, Belfast Recovery College 

Winner of Open College Network (OCN) Learning Endeavour Awards 

Inspiring Tutor of the Year 2021 Award 

 

John Morgan is Senior Peer Educator in the Belfast Recovery College. Honoured today with a prestigious 
Learning Endeavour Award 2021 for Inspiring Tutor of the Year, John won first prize from over 200 
nominations. The Belfast Recovery College are so proud to have their colleague recognised for his 
outstanding contribution to mental health education putting students at the centre of all his work. John has 
been truly amazing in his role. He led the co-production of the OCN Level 2 in Advocacy Award after 
serving as an Advocate in the HPSS service initially as a Volunteer, then becoming a Tutor with the 
Belfast Recovery College in 2018.  

Working with service users and families in the past John was keen to see this qualification opened to 
users of mental health services to advocate for themselves in receiving services. Alongside this, he 
wanted the course opened up to professional staff to understand Advocacy, share this opportunity with 
service users and carers and see it as a positive tool for change. John was keen for learners to make 
their ‘silent voices heard’ and gain a personal sense of agency. In particular, during the pandemic, when 
isolation and loneliness exacerbated mental health, he was keen to provide advocacy skills courses 
because it was more difficult to assert yourself and advocate for services that learners needed.  
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John dedicated himself to motivate learners through group training sessions, arranging student mentors 
for learners who have not been in a classroom situation in years. He dedicated himself to developing 
every single learner who came to his classes. John motivated each learner as a unique individual and 
ensured equality for all learners.  

John said,” I am so thankful for this recognition. Working in the Belfast Recovery College has meant so 
much for me. I even met my wife there. Our students leave their hats at the door and are encouraged to 
open their minds to insights and development. Our students are the inspiration for me. The last time I 
won something was for a GCSE where I got a £5 book token. That was a long time ago. Therefore, I am 
truly humbled and shocked to be shortlisted. Wining this award means a lot to me to inspire others 
towards their journey on recovery. My job provides so much meaning and hope.” 

John’s students said, 
 
“We truly believe John is the most inspiring tutor we have seen who sees his work as a vocation. 
Motivated by his lived experience, he welcomes learners with compassion and energy. His wish is to see 
equality and diversity in society so we the learners are on a level playing field.” 
 
“John continually represents the learner voice and never gives up on any student. We know that John 
gives much more than the hours in the job and goes the extra mile for every learner, for us each time.”  
 
The course evaluations reported the following outcomes for learners: 
 

 100 learners who have successfully completed the Level 2 qualification in Advocacy; 

 one person able to represent themselves and advocate for parental rights to a judge; 

 50 learners living with a mental health condition achieving a qualification for the first time; 

 developing the confidence to return to the learning environment again; 

 develop social supports and networks and engaging in society again after illness; 

 99% satisfaction rate scoring at top levels in evaluation; 

 99% recommending the course to others; 

 99% found John's lived experience of mental health inspired them to gain knowledge and hope 
for the future; and  

 taking control back in their life again in society. 
 
An exceptional Educator! 

 

 

 


